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Top 3 Career Readiness Competencies1

New Grads Rate Their Skills Much 
More Highly Than Employers1
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Critical Thinking CAN Be Taught… 
But Most Students Aren’t Receiving 

Instruction in Higher Education1

20% of undergraduate freshman lack confidence
in their post-grad futures.2

And only 49% have confidence in their careers after leaving campus.

Only 43% of students entering college are proficient in 

critical thinking.3

And only 53% of college graduates are proficient in critical thinking.3

Student Mastery in Critical Thinking

95% of Americans believe that critical thinking skills are important.4

Yet 85% think critical thinking skills are lacking in the general public.4

Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, 
and Written Communication…
Measure. Teach. Practice.

Recent data revealed that students need instruction and practice to build  
the higher-order skills essential to their success in school and the workplace. 
Measuring students’ proficiency in critical thinking, problem solving, and  

written communication is the first step in improving these skills.

CAE’s performance-based Collegiate Learning Assessment 
(CLA+) provides actionable insights into students’ areas of 
strength and opportunities for growth so that instruction, 
programs, and supports can be implemented to help 
students develop these higher-order skills. 
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