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A key component of CAE’s Critical Thinking Skills Program 
is real-world scenarios that immerse students in authentic 
decision making. Students are asked to analyze evidence, 
weigh competing priorities, and communicate their 
recommendations clearly. These scenarios aren’t just 
engaging exercises, they’re high-impact tools that build 
transferable skills like critical thinking, communication, 
and problem solving across majors and academic levels.

Integrate Critical Thinking 
Across Any Subject With  
Real Scenarios

Help students build their critical thinking skills  
using timely, engaging scenarios rooted in  
real-world decisions and performance tasks.
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Community Service Data
Howard Public School District students perform 75 hours of community service as a high school 
graduation requirement. Figure 1 shows the average number of community service hours students in 
each grade performed last year.

Figure 1. Average Number of Community Service Hours Performed by Students 

Some students performed more community service than the required minimum of 75 hours. Figure 
2 shows the percentages of seniors in last year's graduating class who performed more than 75 
hours of community service.
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Figure 2: Seniors Performing More than 75 Hours of Community Service 

DOCUMENT 4: Another School District’s 
Community Service Data 
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To: Abington Public Schools Board of EducationFrom: Community Service Study Group Subject: Summary of CSSG's Findings

Background
At a recent Board of Education meeting, six Abington residents spoke in favor of requiring middle and high school 

students to perform community service as a graduation requirement. They envision a requirement similar to the one 

enacted by Howard Public Schools, one of our neighboring school districts in Franklin County. To assist the Board in 

reaching this decision, Board Member Sally Merkin agreed to lead a Community Service Study Group (CSSG) with the 

assistance of interested residents. The CSSG findings are summarized below.Findings
Community Service, Definition and Rationale: Community service is an unpaid activity that benefits the people and 

institutions of a community. Many such activities are suitable for teenagers. Research suggests that teens can benefit 

from community service: teens who volunteer are more likely to have positive school experiences, develop good 

self-esteem, and avoid risky behaviors such as smoking or using illegal drugs.Growth of Mandatory Community Service: For three decades, the idea that public schools should require students to 

participate in community service has been gaining support. In cities such as Atlanta, Chicago, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 

and Washington, D.C., community service is a high school graduation requirement. Smaller school districts have also 

adopted the requirement. According to school and community leaders, a well-designed community service requirement 

enriches students' learning and promotes civic pride and responsibility. Opposition to Mandatory Community Service: Mandatory community service for students is controversial and has faced 

strong opposition. Many parents and students argue that community service should be a personal choice and that the 

requirement amounts to forced labor for students. Objections to mandatory community service have led to lawsuits, with 

opponents claiming the requirement violated students' or parents' constitutional rights. However, courts have always 

ruled in favor of schools that implemented the requirement.
Howard Public School District's Community Service Requirement: Ten years ago, Howard Public School District (HPSD), 

a neighboring school district, established a community service requirement. Like Abington, Howard is a small city with 

numerous public and nonprofit facilities and organizations (e.g., parks, libraries, youth sports, recreation centers) that 

can offer community service opportunities for students. 
HPSD students must perform a total of 75 hours of community service. Students may begin community service in grade 

7. HPSD maintains a website page that lists approved community service organizations and their contact information. 

Students may locate community service opportunities independently or with a guidance counselor's assistance. 

Guidance counselors track and record community service hours completed by students.

DOCUMENT 1: Report of the Community Service Study Group
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PERFORMANCE TASK: COMMUNITY SERVICE
ROLE
You are a member of the Abington Public Schools Board of Education.
SCENARIO
The Abington Public Schools Board of Education has been asked to consider the following proposal 

made by several residents at a recent Board meeting: Abington Public Schools should enact the 

requirement that middle and high school students must perform unpaid community service in 
order to graduate from high school. The Board agreed to study and vote on the proposal, with the 

understanding that if it is approved, Abington Public Schools leaders will develop a program that 

specifies how students will meet the community service graduation requirement.By voting yes to the proposal, you would authorize Abington Public Schools District leaders to develop 

a community service program as a graduation requirement. By voting no to the proposal, you would 

reject community service as a graduation requirement for Abington students.In order to make your decision, you have gathered a library of research documents to help you better 

understand the pros and cons of the proposal. Review these documents and decide whether you would 

argue in favor of or against the proposal.

TASK
Your task is to decide whether to vote yes or no to this proposal and to provide an explanation 

for your decision. Make sure to state a position and the rationale behind it, support your position 

with evidence found in the scenario and the Document Library, and address any potential 
counterarguments.

There is no correct answer. However, your recommendation should clearly present all the evidence and 

reasoning necessary to support your position. Your answers will be judged not only on the accuracy 

of the information you provide, but also on how thoroughly the provided information is covered, how 

clearly your ideas are presented, how effectively your ideas are organized, and how well your writing 

reflects the conventions of standard written English.
While your personal values and experiences are important, please complete this task solely on the basis 

of the information provided above and in the Document Library.

DOCUMENT LIBRARY
Document 1: Report of the community service study group Document 2: Letters to the editor from two Abington students Document 3: Magazine article about community serviceDocument 4: Another school district’s community service dataDocument 5: Another school district’s community service program evaluation

Community Service 

Performance Task
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BUSINESS
• �Finance – Advise a major bank on whether to 

acquire a small-town community bank.

• �Business Management – Recommend a 
solution to address the rise in retail shoplifting 
linked to self-checkout systems.

• �Business Strategy / Accounting – Help a small 
business choose between launching a brick-and-
mortar store or an e-commerce platform.

• �Human Resources – Decide on the best 
approach to resolve a hiring pipeline bottleneck 
to meet staffing goals.

HUMANITIES
• �Classics / History – Take a position on the 

Social War in ancient Rome using historical 
documents.

• �Art – Advise a gallery on whether  
AI-generated art should be included.

• �Maritime History – Choose to restore or 
preserve shipwreck artifacts as-is for museum 
display.

SOCIAL SCIENCE
• �Microplastics – Endorse a campaign strategy: 

educate the public or advocate for policy 
change?

• �Urban Development – Advise a town board on 
historic preservation vs. economic growth.

• �Medical Policy – Recommend whether 
hospitals should shift to disposable plastic tools.

• �Gene Editing – Take a stance on the ethics of 
gene editing in humans, animals, or products.

• �Traffic Congestion – Choose a solution for 
urban congestion: implement congestion pricing 
or expand public transit?

• �Self-Driving Vehicles – Advise the city council 
on the regulation of autonomous taxi fleets.

STEM
• �Physics – Recommend an approach to feed 

gorillas without disturbing their natural habitat.

• �Computer Science – Advise your company 
on the best cybersecurity tool based on 
performance data.

• �Agriculture – Determine whether to use 
controlled burns and recommend the most 
effective irrigation method.

• �Engineering/Materials Science –  
Select the best screen material that meets 
manufacturing standards.

Build the Skills That Matter Most
Help your students improve the critical thinking skills that lead to stronger 
academic performance, career readiness, and measurable institutional 
outcomes. Learn more about CAE’s Critical Thinking Skills Program at 
cae.org/critical-thinking-skills-program

Sample Topics 

www.cae.org | info@cae.org | 212.661.5800

Below are sample topics that could be used in CAE’s Critical Thinking Skills Program to help students apply and strengthen 
their critical thinking skills. CAE can also customize scenarios to align with your specific program, area of study, and 
institutional goals.

http://cae.org/critical-thinking-skills-program
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